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ore than 150 guests gathered on Saturday after-

noon, August 9th, to celebrate the completion of

the Home’s 750th adoption and the woman who made

more than 600 of those adoptions possible, Inez

Baucum.

Inez joined the staff of the Home in 1955, short-

ly after the first child came to The Children’s Home

for care in April of 1954. It had not taken many

months for that visionary, John B. White, to discover

that the services of a social worker would be essential

for carrying out his vision for a heavy concentration

on adoption and foster care for the children who

needed the services of the Home. He recruited Inez to

join him in the brand-new child care facility as a

social worker, and Inez became the first trained social

worker employed by any child care agency associated

with Churches of Christ. 

After Inez’s departure, the Home’s emphasis

swung away from adoption and foster care, but the

Board of Directors called the Home back to its roots

in its Strategic Plan of 2000. From a minimal pro-

gram in the 80's and 90's, the Foster Care and

Adoption Unit has grown steadily and now has

almost 60 children in foster care on any given day,

and last year completed 22 adoptions. 

Volunteers Nicky Standlee, Charly Johnson,

Mary Fran Johnson, Karen Reynolds, and Janie

Harms served the guests from a beautiful table of

refreshments at the August reception. 

Speaker for the event was Bob Powell, part of

the first sibling group to be adopted from the Home.

Bob, who has a counseling practice in Portland,

Oregon, spoke from his heart about the parallel jour-

neys taken by his birth mother and his adoptive moth-

er and emphasized the far-reaching consequences of

adoption with pictures of his extended family, includ-

ing his one biological child and two adopted children.

Other honored guests included the three children

who were adoption numbers 749, 750, and 751. They

are a sibling group who now belong to a new family.

Adoptees of all ages, along with many adoptive par-

ents who worked with Inez to build their families,

were present to celebrate this wonderful milestone

and to honor Inez for her role in their lives.

Adoption celebration honors Inez Baucum

Bob Powell, from one of the first sibling group to be adopted from the Home.

Just some of the 750 adoptees from The Children's Home.

Bob Powell, Wanda Watts and Inez Baucum (L to R) visit together about the
adoption history at the Home.
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Dunning and family
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and Family
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Kevin and Ginger Nelson

Plains Cotton Growers
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Class, Alline Craig
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Dennie and Sharon Braswell
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J. G. and Lorna Whisnand
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Malcolm and Darlene Magar
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Scott and Melissa Collier

Stone, Dr. Kenneth

Philip and Lois Short
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Scott and Caren Mims

Stringer, Joe

Danny Beck and Family

Stubblefield, Charles

Mr. and Mrs. Guy McArthur
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Reid Bishop

Swafford, Joe D.

Charles and Nancy Holder

Swindle, Lloyd
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Tittle, Dene Starkey
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Ms. Rena K. Dill
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Wanda Potts and Family
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Mrs. Billie Bailey
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Bill and DeLane Smith
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V
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Vaughn, Bobby
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Ted Dockery

Wellborn, Juanita

Jack and Daphene Minter
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Brandon and Dana Joy
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Doug and Judy Pomroy

Wied, Bobby

Tommy and Linda Stell
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Wing, Sue
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Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Swinney

Woodruff, Grace Lee
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Silas and Frances Flournoy
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Wanda Morris

Wright, Betty C.
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Wright, R.B.

Dan and Pam Sewell
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Brian and Karen Bayer
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Randy Roberts
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Jimmy and Judy Woodard
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Class # 9

Sister of Zulema Alaniz

Danny Beck and Family
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I

t’s been over 20 years since I

first met Bob and Martha Faye

Pratt, and I have many fond mem-

ories of visits with this gracious

couple. Our first meeting was

shared over a good meal in a

restaurant known for its Mexican

food in Ruidoso, New Mexico. It

was the first of many occasions I

would share food and fellowship

with the Pratts. Because of

Martha’s declining health during

future years, I would often be

Bob’s guest as we met to talk

about The Children’s Home and

share good times together.

Shortly after I met the Pratts,

they decided to move to Lubbock

to get out of Ruidoso’s cold cli-

mate and be closer to good med-

ical resources. As we got better

acquainted, they thought about

ways they could help The

Children’s Home, improve their

income, and enjoy tax savings. At

that time, I suggested they should

look at using Charitable Gift

Annuities as a possible vehicle to

achieve their goals.

In 2000, the couple donated a

city lot which had appreciated in

value to create their first annuity.

The lot was producing no income

for them and additionally created

the expense of annual property

taxes. 

A certified appraisal evaluated

the property as having a market

value of $40,000. The Pratts pre-

pared a deed and transferred the

property to The Children’s Home

Foundation for an annuity payment

of $3,600 annually for the remain-

der of their lives. The annual pay-

ment of 9% was based on the cou-

ple’s ages at the time of the gift

and followed, as do all of the

Foundation’s annuities, the

American Counsel of Charitable

Gift Annuities’ recommended rates

for annuity payments. 

The Pratts’ Charitable Gift

Annuity included at least the fol-

lowing benefits:

• A very favorable rate of return

on their money. (Before the

annuity the property provided no

income and was actually an

expense to them.)

• A tax deduction for part of the

value of the property at the time

of the gift. (The Pratts were able

to enjoy an even greater rate of

return than the 9% because of

their tax savings.)

• Ease of management, with regu-

lar checks sent from our

Foundation office to their home

or checking account. (This is

often a big plus, particularly for

older friends needing to simplify

some of their business affairs.)

• Peace of mind that their money

was safe and working for the

benefit of boys and girls. (They

also enjoyed the fact that their

annuity was backed by the full

assets of the Foundation.)

Over the next few years, the

Pratts made gifts to create a total

of eight Charitable Gift Annuities

for three of their favorite charitable

organizations. The couple created a

marvelous legacy that will live on

in the ministries of the agencies

they blessed.

The Children’s Home

Foundation is available and will be

happy to provide information on

how to establish a Gift Annuity to

bless the lives of children as you

improve your income and possibly

save on taxes. For additional infor-

mation, please contact us at The

Children’s Home Foundation, PO

Box 2449, Lubbock, Texas 79408.

Or call us at 806.744.1500, or you

can visit our website at

www.chf.org.

Charitable Gift Annuity Rates
Effective July 1, 2008

Single Life
Age Rate Age Rate

70 6.1% 81 7.8%

71 6.2% 82 8.0%

72 6.3% 83 8.3%

73 6.5% 84 8.6%

74 6.6% 85 8.9%

75 6.7% 86 9.2%

76 6.9% 87 9.5%

77 7.0% 88 9.8%

78 7.2% 89 10.1%

79 7.4% 90+ 10.5%

80 7.6%

How Gift Annuities Benefitted the Pratts by Floyd I. Stumbo, President Emeritus
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T

hey are curious, alert, bright-

eyed little boys. They are

devoted to each other. Angel, who

is nine, helps Ezekiel, age six, with

a small task. “Thanks, Angel!”

beams Ezekiel. “That’s what broth-

ers are for,” says Angel, “to help

each other.”

But Angel and Ezekiel’s fami-

ly is not yet complete. It needs a

couple of parents!

They would like a peaceful

family, one that lives out in the

country, perhaps on a farm. That

would be a good home for the

horses they would like to have, and

the cat, and the guard dog that

would keep them safe. And there

would be plenty of room for

Ezekiel to ride his bike, for Angel

to dig in the dirt, and for them to

grow a garden. They would, they

plan, grow all kinds of vegetables,

including broccoli, though they

don’t plan to eat a bite of that, nor

do they want to eat any onions. 

Instead, when it comes sup-

pertime, they want to have ramen

noodles, or spaghetti and meatballs

(don’t forget — NO ONIONS) or

hot dogs. Or, if you need assis-

tance, Angel knows how to make

pizza without buying it. That’s a

real plus. And after supper, for

dessert? The boys are unanimous

in their vote: ice cream!!

Chocolate!

In their quiet time, the boys

like to watch cartoons; Ezekiel is a

big fan of Scooby-Doo. And Angel

likes to draw–and read too.

Angel and Ezekiel need a

family that will provide plenty of

supervision and boundaries for

them and help them grow into

strong, good men. They need

lots of activity and fun!

If your family is peaceful

and safe and has a heart for

two delightful little boys, call

us. Ezekiel and Angel are

looking for you. You can

call us at 806.762.0481, 

or e-mail us at 

jlemons@childshome.org. 

NeedBoys?

The Children’s Home Lubbock • P.O. Box 2824 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 • 806.762.0481




